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Mark Gehring
President, 
Asthmapolis

Holding the Keys to Your Healthcare Data

Despite advances in understanding the disease and the development of more effective 
medications, morbidity and mortality from asthma have not declined. Mark Gehring will 
discuss how a lack of timely data, and the inability to collect information about where and 
when people develop symptoms, inspired the Asthmapolis mobile solution. The FDA-cleared 
system includes inhaler sensors, mobile applications, advanced analytics and feedback to 
help users better manage their asthma, and assist physicians in identifying those patients who 
need more help controlling the disease before they suffer a severe and costly exacerbation.

Mark Gehring is co-founder and President of Asthmapolis, a company dedicated to improving 
asthma control and reducing cost using medication sensors and mobile apps. He has previously served as CEO of 
three companies: Geometrics, developer of the first commercial 3D radiation treatment planning system, now 
marketed by Philips and used to plan 25% of the radiation treatments worldwide since the mid-90’s, UltraVisual, a 
medical imaging (PACS) startup that merged with another startup, Emageon, reached $100M in sales, and went 
public in 2005, and Sharendipity, a software development environment for non-programmers.

At Hilliard Lyons, we provide comprehensive wealth management services and customized advice. Our focus on planning 
includes the ever important arenas of education, retirement, business succession and trust and estate planning.

The process of building, preserving and passing along your wealth to the next generation requires a deep understanding of 
complex trends in business, technology, governmental policy and the economy. More importantly, it requires an awareness 
of how these trends can impact your investments and ultimately your life goals. At Hilliard Lyons, we have been providing 

that kind of singular insight for our clients from generation to generation since 1854.

www.hillard.com



January Five Minute Presenters

Crambu
David Booth, CEO
Phone: 502-810-4924
Email: david@crambu.com
Website:www.crambu.com

Kit
Christopher Manzo
Phone: 314-954-1648
Email: cmanzo@kit-case.com
Website: www.kit-case.com

Overview
For hotels with the constant hurdle of providing guests with a digital 
information hub and responding to guests in a timely manner, Crambu can 
improve the efficiency and effectiveness of hotels through a real-time Virtual 
Concierge system.

The Virtual Concierge is a platform for hotels to interact with guests in 
real-time while providing a mobile information hub. The solution includes 
interactive iPads at the front desk for guests to input their room number, 
phone number, and length of stay. Guests receive by text message either a 
smartphone or nonsmartphone version of the Virtual Concierge for use 
during their stay.

Smartphone Users
Guests with smartphones receive a link via text message at the beginning of 
theirstay. They open this link to view a web application customized towards 
their room number and length of stay. Not only can guests communicate in 
real-time with hotel staff and make room requests, but they can also view 
general hotel and local information such as pool and gym hours, Wi-Fi login 
details, restaurant recommendations, TV guides, weather updates, and 
more.

Non-Smartphone Users
Guests with non-smartphones receive a text message at the beginning of 
their stay explaining the Virtual Concierge system. Non-smartphone users 
can send messages to hotel staff at any time via text message and receive 
responses in real-time.

Management Application
Hotel staff members can communicate with guests through an iPad 
management application located behind the check-in or concierge desk. This 
feature-rich application allows for staff members to respond to room requests 
and provide a better quality of service.

Kit, developed by Lexington, Kentucky based Skipping Stone Technologies, 
LLC (SST), is a new smartphone accessory platform that does more than 
protect the device. Through design innovation, Kit is the next generation 
wallet and transforms your smart device into the 'swiss-army-knife' of the 
twenty-first century.

Currently, over 52%, or 101 million, adults in the U.S. own a smart device 
and overall sales in the 25.6B accessory market segment is growing at a rate 
of over 30%/yr for the past two years with average case prices up 25% year 
over year. Griffin is the leading U.S. accessory maker and Otterbox is the 
only known product within this market segment with brand recognition at 
15%. 

The current case and accessory market is highly fragmented. Cases and 
accessories are designed to serve a single purpose, are not modular in 
design, do not cross device platforms, and are not expected to migrate to 
subsequent devices when upgraded to the next generation. Smart, fully 
integrated, and reusable accessories do not yet exist. Kit changes the way 
we use and interact with smart technology by enabling consumers to carry a 
variety of useful lifestyle and device accessories within their smart phone 
protective case. Kit is a patented two-part technology platform consisting of a 
protective case/ shell, and modular accessories. The protective case and 
shell house the smartphone, provide space for the wallet function, and house 
the modular accessories via a universal connection system. We call Kit's 
accessories ‘Hard Apps’ as they provide a hybrid of analog and digital 
functionality. Hard Apps include items such as USB memory, back-up battery, 
ear-bud organizer, blue-tooth headset, belt clip, multi-purpose tool/ pocket 
knife, tripod, desk stand, money clip, medical devices, etc.

Kit provides customers with the next generation wallet and gives them the 
ability to adapt smart technology to their changing uses and needs via their 
Hard Apps, thereby extending the usefulness of both the case and the smart 
device it protects. Hard Apps are sold separately and in sets in the same 
manner auto or power tools are currently sold. Hard Apps are also reusable 
and migrate to new devices via a universal connection system within the 
base case. 

Kit’s founder, Christopher Manzo, has invested over $46K into developing 
this product line and protecting its IP. Our forecasts indicate SST loses 
money in the first year and is profitable in the middle of Year 2. Year 3 
recovers the loss in year 1 and then some with EBITDA of $(111K), $132K, 
$1.16M respectively. SST seeks an initial seed infusion of $150K capital as 
subordinated debt with warrants, or convertible debt. SST is seeking a total 
of 3 investors at the $500,000 level and one at the $850,000 level. 



One Minute Announcements
Announcing Startup Weekend Louisville Spring '13
We're pleased to announce that Louisville's second Startup Weekend will be held March 1-3, 2013, at JCTC's new Small Business & 
Entrepreneurship Center.

What is Startup Weekend?
All Startup Weekend events follow the same basic model: anyone is welcome to pitch their startup idea and receive feedback from their 
peers. Teams organically form around the top ideas (as determined by popular vote) and then it’s a 54 hour frenzy of business model 
creation, coding, designing, and market validation. The weekends culminate with presentations in front of local entrepreneurial leaders with 
another opportunity for critical feedback.

The Details
Startup Weekend Louisville kicks off Friday evening, March 1st, 2013. Your ticket lets you pitch an idea, or join another team. You'll have 
access to food, wifi, and a set of business mentors with broad experience. You'll work with your team throughout the day on Saturday and 
Sunday. On Sunday evening a panel of judges picks the winning team. It's a hands-on experience in product development and customer 
development, and a lot of fun.

For More Information: Learn more at: louisville.startupweekend.org
Join our mailing list, or follow us on Twitter: @SWLouisville

Club Announcements
Sponsorships
Please consider becoming a sponsor of a monthly meeting which features networking opportunities, new aspiring presentations, 
upcoming events, and renowned speakers. 

The benefits are many and are listed on our website at http://www.ventureclub-louisville.org/sponsorship including:

• One year recognition on the club’s webite
• Name and Logo displayed in our Monthly Newsletter
• Meeting recognition multiple times during the meeting
• Opportunity to speak to the meeting attendees
• Every attendee table with have your company name and logo as part of the center piece
• Up to 5 complimentary attendees seated at a reserved table in the front
• Handouts and a display table for your materials

Venture Sharks 2013
We are planning an even larger Venture Sharks event in 2013 and are looking for sponsors to help make this an even 
larger success than past years. Contact us early to get in on the excitement – the attraction and interest is growing 
with several potential sponsors seeking recognition. For more information on becoming a sponsor please contact Ken 
Dicken at 502-905-1924 or ken-dicken@dicken.com

Guest Ticket Discount
Venture Connectors is now offering a discount on guest tickets.  Purchase a 5 ticket “guest pass booklet” for $200 by contacting Emma 
Brown at contact@ventureconnectors.org. Your 5 passes are valid for one year after purchase.

Venture Connectors Announcements



WARNING AND DISCLAIMER
The Venture Connectors (VC), (F/K/A The Venture Club of Louisville), a non-profit corporation, desires to encourage the expansion of business and commercial investment in our region. Through its monthly meetings, VC 
facilitates the flow of information between entrepreneurs and investors.  However, entrepreneurs and investors should be aware that:
1) VC does not function as a broker-dealer, securities exchange or investment advisor.
2) Most presentations to VC involve small businesses.  Investing in small businesses involves a high degree of risk and investors should not invest any funds unless they can afford to lose their investment.
3)VC makes no independent investigation to verify the information provided by entrepreneurs or investors.  VC makes no representations or warranties regarding the truth, accuracy or completeness of such information.
4)Business making presentations have not been and are not recommended by VC or and governmental or regulatory authority.
5)Entrepreneurs are solely responsible for the content and legality of their presentations.
6)All entrepreneurs and investors are strongly urged to seek legal counsel and other professional advice prior to entering into any investment transaction. Any investment transaction will be on a negotiated basis solely between 
the entrepreneur and investor, without participation by, or remuneration to VC.
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Student Sponsors

Partners

Location:
The Muhammad Ali Center
144 N. Sixth Street
Louisville, KY 40202 

Schedule:
11:30 pm: Networking 
11:45pm-1:30pm: Lunch, Announcements and Presentations

Go Fetch Marketing & Design: Marketing
Capital Connection is published monthly by Go Fetch Marketing & Design. Comments and submissions 
should be made directly to to: Go Fetch Marketing at info@gofetchmarketing.com or at 502-773-5671.

Young Professionals Association of Louisville: Club Administrator
Contact Emma Brown regarding an address change or to make a reservation at 502-719-0012 or at 
contact@ventureconnectors.org.  For membership or general information, visit 
www.ventureconnectors.org.

Market8Media: Audio Video Production
Market8Media provides all the audio / video services for the Venture Connectors. The mission of 
Market8Media is to provide comprehensive entertainment solutions. Contact Market8Media at 
502-509-5235 or info@market8media.com.
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